// Doodle founders join Codecheck.info

Using the Web and apps, the Swiss startup company Codecheck.info shines a spotlight on products in the consumer jungle. What was previously reserved only for experts or scientists is now freely available—in fractions of a second—to anyone using a simple barcode scanner: independent expert reviews of products and their ingredients. In order to finance its growth, Codecheck.info has completed a financing round with a prestigious group of investors.


Zurich, 18.8.2014 - Codecheck.info has emerged as a leader in the market of independent online product checks. It is also the most important consumer platform in German-speaking countries. Consumers scan the barcode of a given product with their mobile phone and within a fraction of a second they can obtain detailed background information on that product. Codecheck.info can provide unique information, especially on food and personal care products. The information appears on the display screen and can include, amongst others, whether a product is healthy and whether it was produced in an environmentally friendly manner. Most requests currently come from Germany. Germany is also the market where Codecheck.info expects to experience the greatest growth in the future. 

With prospects of the accelerated expansion of market and development activities, Codecheck.info successfully completed its first round of financing in July 2014 for 1.2 million US dollars. At the same time the Codecheck.info founders managed to bring on board a group of investors who are well known and experienced players. The investor group includes the successful Internet entrepreneurs Myke Näf and Paul E. Sevinç (the two founders of Doodle), Jens Freiter (Holidaycheck co-founder and b-to-v member), and Steinbeck Holding AG and Patrick Lütjens (renowned business angels). Two experienced venture funds have also come on board: b-to-v and the Innovation Foundation of the Schwyzer Kantonalbank that acts as lead investor. Moreover, Patrick Lütjens and Markus Oswald from the Innovation Foundation will, with immediate effect, represent the investors on the supervisory board of Codecheck.info AG.

"The Codecheck.info team is looking forward to the partnership with the investors, as well as the associated acceleration of its growth path," emphasizes Roman Bleichenbacher, CEO and founder. "This is an important milestone for Codecheck.info. With the funding we can invest in the development of further innovative functionalities, as well as in international marketing. In the future Codecheck.info will be an irreplaceable tool in purchasing decisions." With the expansion of the management team, Codecheck.info has already implemented its first concrete step. Manuel Bleichenbacher, ETH computer scientist, will fill the role of CTO and Boris Manhart, who was, until recently, managing partner of Centralway Switzerland AG, will be the new managing partner for sales and marketing, which reflects his longstanding entrepreneurial know-how.

About Codecheck.info:
After the many food scandals of recent years and the never-ending rumors of unhealthy substances in the majority of products, many consumers are confused and overwhelmed when they are faced with purchasing decisions. Codecheck.info has, therefore, made it a priority to provide consumers with a handy tool to enable them to make decisions in accordance with health, social or environmental criteria that most closely meet their needs. Thanks to this newly created transparency, consumers now have the power to leave unwanted products on the shelves and force manufacturers to respond accordingly.

Facts & Figures:
Reach: 			9 million visits / 60 million site impressions per year
App downloads:	1.8 million (iPhone / Android)
Database:			More than 18 million products
Users:			70% from Germany, 15% Switzerland, 15% Austria
Experts:			Greenpeace, WWF Schweiz, Bund für Umwelt und Naturschutz (BUND) etc.

Codecheck.info app download and Web platform:
iPhone: http://itunes.apple.com/ch/app/id359351047?mt=8
Android: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ch.ethz.im.codecheck&hl=de
Web: http://www.codecheck.info


Press contact:
Antje Babbe and Roman Bleichenbacher will be happy to assist you any time regarding possible queries you may have or simply with further information.

Phone: +41 44 450 25 41
Email: presse@codecheck.info


Here you will find pictures and press releases from Codecheck.info:
http://www.codecheck.info/ccsite/press/ 

